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“BEAR ONE ANOTHER'’S BURDENS, AND SO FULFILL THE LAW OF CHRIST.” GALATIANS 6:2

Auandvea Moveno

RESIDENT TESTIMONY

Before I turned to drugs, my life and childhood seemed normal to me. My |
parents divorced when I was two years old; both served in the military. Although |=
my mom faced challenges, she worked hard to provide me with a good life. My | 4
journey into drug use began in my twenties when I started taking pain pills,
which was triggered by a relationship that I left because it became abusive. I left
that man and moved to a new state, where I rekindled a relationship with my
middle school sweetheart. We were together for 8 years and had two children
together. During that time, I hid my addiction to pills. He tried to help me, but
over time, I fell into a deeper cycle of addiction, experimenting with a variety of
drugs. Despite us having two children together, I eventually chose drugs over my
family.

On February 27, 2024, when I was arrested and jailed, I was greeted by the
Chaplain, who offered me applications and opportunities to go to rehab. By
God’s grace, I was quickly accepted at the Rescue Mission of Middle Georgia. I
had been fleeing charges against me since 2020. I had multiple Superior Court
bench warrants and faced various charges, ranging from misdemeanors to
felonies, including drug possession, drug possession with intent to sell, gun
charges, and shoplifting. After evading these charges for so long, this was the first
time I would be sentenced for a crime. Until my sentencing, my record had been
clean.

On June 18, 2024, the court ran all my cases concurrently, sentencing me to 40
years of probation and mandating my attendance at the Rescue Mission of
Middle Georgia. If T did not go there, I would face prison time. The judge
expressed his disappointment, calling me an embarrassment and stating that my
actions were disgraceful. He also voiced his concern for my children, fearing they
would turn out like their mother. He admitted that he believed I would not
complete rehab, as most people do not.

I was close to not taking this program seriously and not utilizing the tools and
resources given to me to fix and heal successfully. I needed to allow Christ to
work my trauma out and help me find the deep-rooted wounds that I did not
know I had. Eventually, I put God above everything else, including my kids and
myself. Knowing that if I put Him first, all else will fall into place. I started

seeking God wholeheartedly and trusting Him to do things beyond my control. I | =\ .I e
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started watching Him change my heart’s desires for things that
were not of Him. I have joy and peace, which makes me desire the
things from the past even less, because I want Him.

I have turned over a new leaf compared to who I was on the first
day of the program. I am open and strive to be as honest as
possible. I want to share with others the incredible things God has
been doing in my life. I am disciplined in giving Him the time He
deserves and in dedicating myself to what He asks of me.

Although I still struggle with my thoughts and the way I express
myself at times, God is sanctifying me daily in these areas.
Thinking and speaking in ways that do not honor Him has
become less desirable to me each day because the Holy Spirit
convicts me about it. I try to be open about my struggles, seek
forgiveness, and be a good example to the other women in our
community. I hope they can see how real God is through the
restoration He brings to our lives.

After graduating from the program, I want to continue working
on renewing and restoring the relationships I lost with my
children and family. My kids have received God’s salvation, and

during our conversations, they share their experiences with Him
and recite scriptures to me. I have learned that when I stand firm
in God's righteousness, He answers my prayers in profound ways,
one of which is the salvation of my children. Knowing that they
will spend eternity with me brings me great comfort. This
understanding helps me to live in total surrender, placing my
complete trust in Him. While I am unsure of what the future
holds, I am excited about it, because I believe that God has great
plans in store for me.

During my time at the Rescue Mission of Middle Georgia, I have
learned valuable tools that will help me succeed in the journey
God has planned for me. One of the most important lessons is to
love others well. I strive to live a life of humility and understand
the importance of patience, by choosing my battles wisely. I've
realized that holding my tongue can lead to better outcomes than
reverting to my old habits. I must put God first, as trust and faith
in Him are essential. Not every action requires a reaction; instead,
I should respond with love and consider what others may be
going through. Ultimately, I aim to ensure that everything I do
brings glory to God.
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OF MIDDLE GEORGIA

Terrace, a July 2022 Rescue Mission graduate, has recently been named
Associate of the Year at Bass Pro Shops in Macon, GA. Terrace gave his
life to Christ three and a half years ago, and God has been using him to
share hope with others ever since.

We are so proud of him and honored that he is part of
our Rescue Mission Family.
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Stephanie Ward, a 2023 graduate and now the Women's which presents a challenge when looking for employmetﬂ

Assistant of our Women's Life Recovery Program; Kwane as they integrate back into the community. When you
McSwain and Natalices Callaway, both 2024 graduates, support Wheels to Work, you are having a direct impact on
are all smiles as they receive their vehicles through our one of the graduates of our life-recovery program.

Wheels to Work program.
We currently have 6 recent graduates who have secured

Did you know that gently used vehicles that are jobs and need transportation. If you have a gently used
donated to the Rescue Mission are passed on to our vehicle that you would like to donate, we’'d love to hear
graduates? So many of our them don’t have vehicles from you.

Please contact Dawn Burns at 478-743-5445 ext. 301 or dawn@rescuemissionga.com.

Rescue Mission and our vesidents.

VOLUNTEER

The Rescue Mission of Middle Georgia is blessed with some of the
greatest volunteers, but now and then, one comes along that stands
out and goes the extra mile! I call these our SUPER VOLUNTEERS!
They don’t wear capes, and they would hate it if you called them
heroes, but you can check off every box when it comes to describing
the perfect volunteer.

This is ANTONIO DRISKELL!

If you look in a van on Thursday evening headed down the
interstate to Celebrate Recovery with a group of faithful men
every week, you will find Antonio at the helm! He even went so
far as getting his CDL license so that he could drive a bus in
order to be able to take more of our men to church. Three
times a year, when we have our Community Meals,
Antonio arranges for a group of 18-20 volunteers
from his family and church who arrive at 6:30
am to help us prepare meals to deliver to
the food-insecure and the homeless. If
our Men’s Life Recovery Program is
headed to North Georgia for a hike,
he will be at the helm, driving a bus
of men and spending time with those
struggling to encourage them to
reach the top. The moments you
won’t see are when he mentors a
man in our program and walks
with him from the program's final
phase through the time after

graduation.
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A wise man once said,

“If you want to change the world,
start by making your bed.”

We are low on bed linens. We want to start the day
off right by being able to make our beds.

Please help us meet this need. You can bring twin-size top sheets,
pocket sheets, or sheet sets to the Rescue Mission's administration
building at 6601 Zebulon Road, Macon, Georgia, 31220. You can also
scan the appropriate QR code to order from our Amazon wish list or
visit our website and select “Linen” to make a special donation, and
we will purchase sheets for our residents' beds.

Contered Care 2024 \
79,151 Statistics %&\[ 69,956

Meals shared with Holiday Meals Served

Partner Agencies:
5334 9,381

Special Donations Amazon Wishlist

The number of Volunteers

itk 1,055

Graduates

94 @) 186,132 3,860

Volunteer Hours

Complete the enclosed reply
card or donate online at:

Schedule A Donation Pick-Up
Steve Floyd | (478) 743-5445. ext. 314
donate@rescuemissionga.com

Bavgain Center Thrift Stove

3375 Napier Avenue, Macon, GA 31204

Monday - Saturday | 10:00 am to 6:00 pm

(478) 743-5445. ext. 317 | niger@rescuemissionga.com

Rescue Mission of Middle Gwvgia @ MissionBargainCenter

6601 Zebulon Road, Macon, GA 31220

Monday - Saturday | 8:30 am - 6:00 pm Barn Center Thrift Stove

(478) 743-5445 | info@rescuemissionga.com 6601 Zebulon Road, Macon, GA 31220
rescuemissionga.com Monday - Saturday | 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
rescuemissionmiddlega (478) 743-5445. ext. 406 | kyle@rescuemissionga.com
@ maconrescuemission @ MissionBarnCenter
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Four Star Charity

GIVE YEAR-ROUND Consider becoming a monthly giver and
have a lasting impact throughout the year! Find out how at
rescuemissionga.com/monthly Financial Accountability, and recognized as a “Four Star Charity” by Charity Navigator.

Proud “Certified Excellent” member of City Gate, accredited by the Evangelical Council for




