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My parents divorced a week after my birth. My dad was suspicious because I
wasn't a redhead like my older siblings. After their divorce, my dad was not present :
in my life at all. I never knew my biological father. When I was five, my mom
married my stepdad. They dated for a year before he was convicted of murdering
a man who looked at her. She married him in 1978 while he was in prison on
murder charges.

He was released after three years, and we all moved in together. From nine
to fifteen, my stepfather molested me. I ran away to my grandmother's
because my mom and siblings didn't believe me, but my grandma did. My
mom blamed me for the abuse. I was only 9 years old, but I still
remember how I felt when my mom didn’t believe me. It was shortly
after this that I started smoking weed and taking pills. I was so hurt, and

I wanted to escape from all the painful feelings I had inside.
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In 1986, at the age of sixteen, I met Tony, who pursued me for three

months before I agreed to go out with him. After our first date, I found my
belongings left by the roadside; my mom and stepdad disapproved of Tony
because he was black. Tony then put me in a motel for a week and helped

me find a house. He was a great provider, and we were happy and settled in
good jobs. However, I developed a love for marijuana, which he intensely
disliked. I became pregnant at nineteen and had our son. In 1993, when I was
twenty-three, our daughter was born. Life was stable, but I continued to smoke
weed. In November 2002, Tony gave me an ultimatum to quit. When I didn't, I
moved out to live with my uncle. Tony kept our children and refused to let them
move with me. My kids were 13 and 9 at the time.

My first experience in jail occurred on December 25, 2002, when I was charged
with aggravated assault with a vehicle. I had gone to Tony's house to see our kids
and discovered that he was having an affair. Since moving out, we had continued
to work on our relationship and discussed plans to get back together. Upset, I left,
drank heavily, and used cocaine and meth for the first time.

Afterward, I returned and found that the woman he was with had taken our

children. I followed Tony in my car, demanding that he make her return them
until he went into a neighbor's house. I then left but later returned to find that he
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had called the police. I was arrested and
subsequently convicted of allegedly
assaulting him with my car, even though I
never made contact. I was released in May
2003. The relationship between Tony and I
ended. He kept our children.

Not long after, I got involved with Troy,

and that’s when my meth addiction began. I

bought some from a customer where I used
to work, and I shared it with Troy. It was
his first time trying it, and it was when my
drug addiction took a turn for the worse.
We both became addicted to meth and
enjoyed it.

I was arrested again on possession charges.
I was required to report to the Daily
Reporting Center (DRC) and was involved
in several probation violation arrests, the
last occurring on April 10, 2024. At that
time, I was living with my adult children.
Despite being clean for eight months, my
kids smoked weed at home, which the DRC
was aware of. Typically, lower retest levels
would help avoid an arrest. However, they
smoked in the car with me before my last
test in April. To lower my levels for the test,
I drank excessive amounts of water, which
resulted in an abnormal reading that
seemed suspicious. Instead of receiving a
promised retest, I was arrested and
informed that I would face 18 months in
prison.

Fortunately, the chaplain offered a
faith-based rehab option after I expressed
my seriousness about getting help. Two
days later, I contacted the Rescue Mission
for assistance.

On June 14, 2024, T arrived at the Rescue
Mission, and by June 20, 2024, I was saved
and baptized. I have always known who
God is, but I didn’t fully grasp the depth of
His love for me until I came to this place.
My journey with Him has been incredible.

I've grown significantly since my first day in
the program, and my children have noticed
the change in me. They tell me that I’'m not
the same person anymore. I feel good about
myself, and I love myself more than ever
before.

One of the most important tools I've learned
here is how to set boundaries. I've discovered
how to love Jesus, and I genuinely believe that
He loves me in return.

After I graduate, I plan to stay connected with
the Mission, participate in Celebrate
Recovery, stay involved with my church, and,
most importantly, maintain my relationship
with God. I'm going home, but I want to give
back to my community. I plan to use my
home and the resources I've been given to
help others who are struggling or trying to get
back on their feet. If possible, I would love to
work for the Mission. I will continue to walk
with the Lord and share His message with as
many people as I can.
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Dear Valued Supporters,
A XAl ppoviers Well also be hosting a grill-out- We ave ineredibly

The Rescue Mission Bavn Center is thankful for your &Mwous donations and the
excited to celebrate Fouv years of life~changing impa
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gratitude, we've offering a 30% discount .
or\ all ifems in Hhe s'l'ove on May 24+h. Thank you for your continued support!
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*  STRONG MINDS,
« STRONGER LIVES

"Together, we can create a world where mental health is a priority."

Georgia Mental Health Facts *

1in 5 adults experience mental iliness each year.
1,405,000 adults in Georgia have a mental health

condition FACT:

Approximately 526,000 Georgians have a substance

abuse disorder. Many people struggle with both Each year, approximately

mental illness and addiction to drugs and alcohol. 44 million American adults

More than half of the people with mental iliness in the will experience a serious

US did not receive any treatment last year. mental health condition...

On average, 1 person in the US dies by suicide every less than half will seek

11 minutes :

In Georgia, 1, 569 lives were lost to suicide, and treaa:?ginst c(:‘llln‘: itioa?it:)%ma
<> 314,000 adults had thoughts of suicide last year

1in 4 people with serious mental iliness have been

arrested at some point in their lifetime
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Themed Glft Baskets for
as e s our Flve Star Celebrlty

Dear Friends,

Support the life-changing work of the Rescue Mission of Middle Georgia by
contributing a themed gift basket to our annual Celebrity Classic Auction on
Monday, September 15, 2025. This long-standing event directly funds our

recovery programs for men, women, and children in our community.

Your creative gift baskets (think 'Spa Day,' 'Sports Fan,''Gourmet Foodie, 'Family
Fun,' 'Outdoor Adventure') are highly popular auction items. Consider including gift
certificates to local favorites, sports memorabilia, or quality self-care products. This is

a fantastic opportunity for civic groups, companies, churches, and teams to make a
tangible impact.

Gift baskets are due by August 4, 2025. Your generosity will be recognized
during the event on September 15th in Macon, Georgia.

To donate a basket or for more details, please contact Patti
Stevenson at patti@rescuemissionga.com or 478-743-5445, ext. 403.

Thank you for your vital suppov-l'!

Complete the enclosed reply
card or donate online at:

e ~ Schedule A Donation Pick-Up
: I Steve Floyd | (478) 743-5445. ext 314
donate@rescuemissionga.com

Bavgain Center Thrift Stove

3375 Napier Avenue, Macon, GA 31204

Monday - Saturday | 10:00 am to 6:00 pm

(478) 743-5445. ext. 317 | niger@rescuemissionga.com

Rescue Mission of Middle Gwvgia O MissionBargainCenter

6601 Zebulon Road, Macon, GA 31220

Monday - Saturday | 8:30 am - 6:00 pm Barn Center Thrift Stove

(478) 743-5445 | info@rescuemissionga.com 6601 Zebulon Road, Macon, GA 31220
rescuemissionga.com Monday - Saturday | 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
rescuemissionmiddlega (478) 743-5445. ext. 406 | kyle@rescuemissionga.com
@ maconrescuemission @ MissionBarnCenter
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Four Star Charity

GIVE YEAR-ROUND Consider becoming a monthly giver and
have a lasting impact throughout the year! Find out how at
rescuemissionga.com/monthly Financial Accountability, and recognized as a “Four Star Charity” by Charity Navigator.

Proud “Certified Excellent” member of City Gate, accredited by the Evangelical Council for




